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Feminism: Separating Useless Tradition From Meaningful
Feminism is the new thing with the young fairer

sex. It's hard to describe, kind of like what "mod"
means. Feminism is almost the opposite of femininity.

Feminism is customarily defined as advocacy of
social, political, and economic changes that will result
in equality of the sexes. In a general sense, could
anyone disagree?

However, in practice feminism seems something
else. We imagine a Carry A. Nation in a tight-fitting
mini skirt. Somehow that image has served as some-
thing tangible that typifies feminism to us.

Everyone will have to work out his own definition.
No doubt, many persons will.

Certainly, so' much is just and reasonable in the
changing station of the sexes that a discussion is ex-
tremely difficult. First of all, it is easier to go off
in all directions than to maintain any kind of sensi-
bility when discussing the matter.

First customs changed — that was inevitable. Then,
laws began to come slowly abreast of the advance of
social custom.

At this point, we might as well turn silently to
all those readers who would raise an uproar if they
could be heard. We "hear" the objections, such as
"We wouldn't have done that when we were growing
up." To this we can only reply, "We wouldn't either."

Long ago we realized that the world is on the move.
We are trying to get ready, even though we don't
know where we're going. The rest might as well get
ready, too, or be left behind.

What's this to do with women? Their role has
changed and their attitude is changing fast. As a
matter of fact, we sometimes walk into our home and
wonder if we are kissing the same woman we kissed
good-bye in the morning.

The'great old women's colleges of the "east" are
yielding to the pressures. Vassar has led the field.
It is admitting boys and other colleges are following.

One professor called it a "hotbed of feminism."
Many of the schools permit men and women in the
same room any time of day or night. Do we approve?
The answer is an emphatic "no." but we have learn-
ed also that we were not asked, that administrators
of colleges don't listen to the same posts that once
informed them, and that we would be laughed off
campus if we did speak up.

These facts have nothing to do with right and
wrong. They have doubtful relationship — in our
opinion — with making a college a great institution
of higher learning.

While fretting about what's happening in the col-
leges, we might take a serious look at the last civil
rights act. Most people think it was designed to give
equal rights to America's black citizens — and it was
— hut it dealt substantially with equality between
the sexes.

Joseph Alsop

The Other Vietnamization

We suggest that the racial problems will be well on
the way to resolution long before all the problems are
sifted but of this law as it deals with the sexes. For
one thing, there are biological differences that are not
going to be changed by Congress, by some young
sociologist, clergyman, or anybody else. -

As a result of these physical differences, for ex-
ample, a young woman may live longer, but simply
cannot lift as much steel or grain or bricks as a
man. On the other hand, many men couldn't type a
letter in an hour and a half if they had twenty fingers.

Anyway, attitudes are changing. We can't tell the
reader how to accommodate to them, but he might as
well learn.

A girl recently applied for admission to the U.S.
Air Force Academy. We thought it was a good joke,
too. but she doesn't seem to think so.

Women are getting pretty sore about something
that we long ago predicted would upset them: the
names of hurricanes. The U.S. Weather Bureau is
maintaining an obdurate attitude about the whole
thing. Roxie Bolton led a group of angry women into
the hurricane center at Miami and wanted the policy
changed. In the long run. or maybe even next election
year, things might change.

On the serious side, we suggest that we all attempt
to separate useless tradition from the meaningful.
We suggest that we not abandon our sense of ethics
and morality, but that we not try to tuck every bit of
human behavior under that tent for judgment. Some-
how out of this confusion will come reason.

By THE REV. A. PURNELL BAILEY, D.D.

A friend of mine in North Carolina told me about a farmer
who had lived in the area all his life. One day as they were
talking my friend was amazed at the old eyes of the farmer
which sparkled with an inner happiness. He was curious, and
asked the old native, "How have you kept that twinkle in your •

eyes?"
"Well, sir." he replied, "I've lived through depressions,

the New Deal, the Fair Deal, Square Deal and the Great So-
ciety, and in it all I learned this lesson: I makes the most of

all that comes and the least of all that goes."
Others have called it "living in day-tight compartments."

What joy it is to see those who do not live in regret of yester-
day or in fear of tomorrow. "Sufficient unto the day is the evil
thereof." The old farmer was a wise man — "I makes the
most of all that comes and the least of all that goes."

In your patience possess ye your souls. (Luke 21:19)
(Copyright, General Features)

BINH DUONG PROVINCE,
South Vietnam — Every rule
in evjry book, whether Chi-
nese Communist or North
Vietnamese Communist or
dim Western-academic, says
that an effective guerrilla
movement must be deeply
rooted in the local soil. The
ludicrously romanticized Er-
nesto Che Guevara, with all
his aches and pains and self-
pities, was such a dismal fail-
ure in Bolivia because he had
no local roots of any kind.

Years ago. in Hanoi's more
selE-confident period, both
Gen. Vo Nguyen Giap and
Prime Minister Priam Van
Dong used to tell visiting for-
eigners that nothing would ev-

1 er alarm them except the de-
" struction of the native, local-
: ly rooted Viet Cong structure
• in South Vietnam.
" The fact that this is begin-
. ning to happen at long last,
• and in large areas of South

Vietnam, is the big news of
. this stage of the war. The

progressive, hitherto unprece-
: dented replacement of guerril-
• las and other key elements

in the Viet Cong structure by
North Vietnamese soldiers has
already been the subject of
two reports in this space.

Yet why. one must still ask,
is this thing happening that
Giap and Pham Van Dong so
greatly feared? In part, the

- answer is that President Nix-

on's Vietnamization of our
side of the war long post-
dates the North Vietnamiza-
tion of the enemy's war.

North Vietnamization began
in early 1966, when the fa-
mous and formidable 9th Viet
Cong Division first began to
depend on North Vietnamese
infiltrators to fill the gaps in
its ranks. From that time on-
ward North Vietnamization
has been continuous and ever-
expanding.

The cause has always been
the same: the crippling, con-
stantly increasing inability of
the Viet Cong command ap-
paratus to find South Vietnam-
ese recruits to replace casual-
ties. Here in Binh Duong, for
instance, before Tet 1968, the
province chief of those days
had to fight no less than fr:e
full-strength Viet Cong battal-
ions, plus many, many hun-
dreds of other local troops in
guerrilla squads and platoons
and district companies.

In the disastrous Tet offen-
sive, however, vast numbers
of these hardened, invaluable
VC veterans were uselessly
expended. Even then, and ev-
en in Binh Duong Province,
Viet Cong recruitment was a

mere trickle. As first report-

ed in this space, both the VC

battalions and the little dis-

trict companies therefore had

to be filled up with North Viet-

namese.

But what is now happening

is something else again, even

though the cause — the lack

of local recruits — is still the

same. The earlier North Viet-

namization of the larger, more

organized military units impos-

ed a heavy added manpow-

er requirement on Hanoi, but

it did not much affect the ba-

sic political control apparatus
of the Viet Cong. What is now
happening, beginning with the
village and hamlet guerrillas,
is the North Vietnamization of
the control apparatus itself.

It is happening all over III
Corps, too. People say that it
cannot work because South
Vietnamese detest North Viet-
namese. There is some evi-
dence for that view, but not
a great deal. It is more pru-
dent to say that it will work
after a fashion, but very, very
inefficiently, because the
Northerners are bound to lack

April 3, 1940

One Negro was among 30
"men summoned for jury duty
by the District Court. He was
the first Negro to be called
for jury duty in many years,
courthouse observers remark-
ed.

J. H. Pryor was re-elected
public works commissioner af-

: ter a runoff race with Cole-
- man Lea. The vote was 2,498

to 2,238.
A group of Adans went to

Oklahoma City to urge the
highway department to widen
SH 98 from the city limits to
the fairgrounds before the 19-

, 4U rodeo.

Russell Kirk

Can Professors Foretell Future?
In private Jife as in public

life, there is only one source
of knowledge: the past. For
the present is merely an
evanescent film upon the deep
well of the past; the present
is vanishing as I write these
lines. And the future is un-
knowable: the event is in the
hand of God.

At Bowdoin College, in
Maine, however, it is proposed
to establish "a chair in futur-
istics." Bowdoin's new presi-
dent, Dr. Roger Howell Jr.,
hopes to find a professor
"who could survey with the
highest scholarly competence
the broad sweep of scientific
and social advance and who
could discuss the implications,
on a very broad inter-discip-
linary scale, of where we are
going."

Also Dr. Howell desires "a
new humanism," dedicated to
respect for Man; he doesn't

mention respect for God. (I
respect various individual
men, but I've always found it
difficult to respect abstract
Man: he's -a most feeble and
selfish creature, if untouched
by divine grace.) "Humanis-
tic education, as we know it,
has dealt very largely with
the past," Dr. Howell con-
tinues; "the sciences and so-
cial studies have involved
themselves very largely with
the present. But what is des-
perately needed is a sense of
future vision."

The trouble with this "fu-
turism," your servant ven-
tures to comment, is that it
rapidly sinks into mere idle
speculation. No professor
knows whether he himself will
be alive tomorrow — let alone
the shape of all things to
come. The historical conscious-
ness is far more valuable than
a vague "sense of future vi-

the local knowledge and local

relationships of the true VC.

To this, one must also add

that it will not happen all at

once. The enemy's loss rates

are fearful — in this pro-

vince, for instance, around 40

per cent per month. Yet any

unit undergoing North Viet-

namization, whether it is a

guerrilla platoon or a heavy

division, goes through a first

rush of change when the for-

eign element swiftly rises to

50 , to 60 and even to 70 per

cent. After that, however, the

rush ends.

After this first rush of

change, in fact, the erosion of

the native element slows down,

and this slowdown of erosion

of the native VC can con-
serve some local roots for the
Viet Cong apparatus for a
considerable period. In short,
what is now happening must
be driving Hanoi's war-plan-
ners almost mad with worry,
but it by' no means promises
instant success to President
Thieu and President Nixon.

(C) Los Angeles Times

Hado's They'll Do It Every Time

MO* IT'S BETTER
WHEN HE'S ALL
FINISHED AND
HAS HIS TOOLS
PUT AWAY

LATER CC/AE
' OVER TO WY

1 HOUSE-•• WE

I FEEL LIKE
RIN TIM TIN

AT. GRAUMAM'S
CHINESE IN

SHOULD V/E RUM
THROU6H NOW?

BLUYWUOU—yĵ ^pv LIVING

Sydney J. Harris

Ignorance
At the recent convention of the American Physical Society

in Chicago, two researchers from the University of Maryland

and. Cal Tech shook up the august gathering with reports of

"intense gravity waves" apparently coming from the core of

the Milky Way.

These gravity waves — which are impossible to believe and

impossible to reject — contradict our whole present body of

knowledge in physics, and fly in the face of our current theories

about the universe.

They indicate that astonishing amounts of energy exist at

the center of the galaxy — far more than anyone had believed

possible, if our modern cosmological theories are anywhere

near correct. More important, they bring into question whether

""nature" really operates in the whole cosmos the way we

think it does.

What has happened in physical science the last 50 years has

been a tremendous breakthrough from knowledge to ignorance..

As we have learned more and more, we have been plunged

into contradiction, paradox and enigma. As we get closer to

the center of "substance," it turns into something else — some-

thing not substantial at all. but simply mathematical, statis-

tical, and quite "immaterial."

Because of the customary cultural lag associated with such

matters, the public has not yet caught up with these develop-

ments. Most laymen who pride themselves on having a "scien-

tific" outlook are at least a half-century behind the times.

They are mechanistic and materialistic. They still think in

terms of "objects" and "forces" and "laws" of cause and

effect. But the new world of subatomic physics operates in a

wholly different dimension. When we get to the core of

"thingness," it seems to disappear, or turns into a "when-

ness."

The net result of modern physics has been to upset totally

the traditional "scientific" view of the universe. "Perhaps,"

said the Cal Tech researcher who recorded the gravity waves,

"we are really very ignorant." This humility, this approach

to nescience, is what differentiates the true scientist from

the counterfeit dogmatist, who defends the "materialism" of

the universe more religiously than the theologians he despises

defend the Incarnation.

The deeper we go into the atom, and the farther we pene-

trate inlo the universe, both the microcosm and the macrocosm

display mysteries that defy rational, logical explanation. We

are still like pigmies exploring the tissues of God's toe-nail,

and only the pseudo-scientific bigot imagines we have begun

to grasp even the whole foot.

(Copyright, Publishers-Hall)

sion." Men and nations are

not predictable; and, as Dr.

Howell himself suggests, mere

projecting of present trends

may do more mischief than

good — prophecies that fulfill

themselves.
Only if we know the past,

through the true historical

consciousness, may we hope

to build the better future to

which the president of Bow-

doin aspires. "Those who ig-

nore the past," says George

Santayana, "are compelled to

repeat it." We cannot appre-

hend man's limitations and

possibilities unless we know

something of human nature

through historical and literary

and philosophical disciplines.

And how disheartened we

would be if you and I really

were able to foretell the fu-

ture! Life is worth living be-

cause it is mysterious,, you

and I not knowing what may

be around the next corner.

For one thing, you and I are

going to die in a not very dis-

tant future: but spare us the

knowledge of that precise day.

To make a reasonable prep-

aration for the future of a

people is a proper part of the

art of statecraft. But to as-

sume that man totally con-

trols his own destiny and can

foresee — nay, direct — the

actions of posterity would be

an act of arrogance, self-de-

feating.

In some future year, for in-

stance, Bowdoin Collge may

abolish the "chair in futuris-

tics" now proposed by Dr.

Howell — having discovered

it to be a boondoggle. "Ye

unborn ages, crowd not .on

my soul!" If the people of

the year 2000 ever bother to

read our predictions for their

time, probably they will ac-

quire a lesson in the vanity

of human wishes.

(C) General Features

TRAVEL - All too often
the shortest distance between
two points is under construc-
tion. — "Arkansas . Baptist
Newsmagazine."

DRUGS — Kick the pot
habit, kids. Forget speed,
LSD and other mind-blowing
drugs. The drug scene has
passed its peak. Everyone I
know is getting out of it; in-
cluding the singing groups in
England. Drugs are a bad
scene. - RINGO STARR.

BLAME — We were kids
when everything was the
kids' fault. Now we're par-
ents when everything is the
parents' fault. — "Laughs
from ;lhe Country Press." - .

CHARACTER — A man'has
no more character than he
can command in a time of
crisis. — "Mequiddo Mes-

sage."

William f. Buckley Jr.

Herberg's Optimism
Dr. Will Herberg of Drew University, the sociologist, phi-

losopher and theologian, is among the world's truly wise men.
His book, Catholic. Protestant, and Jew. is by far the best
known of his works, but it is only one of them. He is acclaimed
by all who have studied with him as a great and humane
teacher, and he is among the truly erudite men in America.
Recently, only' a few weeks before his hospitalization. Dr.

Herberg put down some notes on the basis of which he intended
to give a lecture in New York City. They are entitled, "The

Crumbling of Liberal Orthodoxies." I pass them along:

1. Whatever happened to: the liberal gospel of unlimited

permissiveness in child training?

It has given way to: a new sense of authority and discipline.

2. Whatever hardened to: the liberal dogma of "anthropologi-

cal egalrtarianism"?

It has given way to: an openness to the possibility of signifi-
cant ethnic-racial differences, or at least to a resumption of

impartial scientific investigation.
3. Whatever happened to: the liberal notion of the infinite

cultural malleability and total cultural determination of human

nature?
It has given way to: a recosnition of the pervasion influence

of biological and bio-genetic factors in human nature and be-

havior.
4. Whatever happened to: the liberal rase for endless plan-

nine, incessant innovation along ideolosical lines?
It has given wav to: a new ancreciation of stability, going

slow, undertaking limited tasks, brushing aside ideology.
5. Whatever haonened to: the liberal drive for centralized

power from Washington in effecting desirable programs and

purposes?
It has given way to: many sided efforts to promote decen-

tralization by emphasizing the effective role of states and lo-

calities in government as over against Washington.
6. Whatever haopened to: the liberal philosophy of "man-

aging" the economy by national planning and incessant govern-

mental intervention?
It has given way to: an increasing confidence In the market

mechanism for regulating the economy for the common wel-

fare.
7. Whatever happened to: the liberal dream of a welfare

program consisting of simplv handing out money to those in
need, resulting in ever-growing welfare rolls and ever-mount-
ing welfare costs in a period of continuing prosperity and

falling unemployment?
It has given way to: anxious searching for something that

would put welfare cases to work, strengthen family ties (in-
stead of undermining them), and reduce welfare costs.

8. Whatever happened to: the liberal UN-One World utopi-

anism?
It has given way to: a renewed reliance on national interest

in diplomacy and foreign affairs.
9. Whatever haooened to: the liberal cant about "imperial-

ism" and "colonialism." especially in view of what has hap-
pened in Asia and Africa after Western control was lifted?

It has given way to: a growing recognition of the inevita-
bility and constructive utility of America's imperial role.

Now Dr. Berbers is so smart a man that he is capable of
confusing the resolution of doubts in his own mind, about the
course of human experience, with the resolution of doubts by
the commonality of man. There is no indication, for instance,

that we are making any headway towards reducing the wel-
fare rolls, and there are those who believe' that the work-
feature of the Moynihan Plan is thoroughly unworkable. The
intellectual community seems more strongly than ever united
against the exercise of even those imoerial responsibilities
that are attributes of wealth and size. Still, there are currents
that seem to be pulling us in » desirable direction, and Dr.
Herberg might be permitted to quote Kenneth Galbraith who
said that he after all made his reputation by intuiting the

inarch of events a little bit ahead of other people.
(Copyright, Washington Star)

Arthur Hoppe

Flush With Progress
Mr. Maurice H. Stans,

Secretary of Commerce

Washington, D.C.
Dear Mr. Stans: Thank you for iny 20-page Official Census

Form, accompanying Instruction Manual and your warm per-

sonal note addressed, "Dear Resident."
I see by your note that "our progress as a nation depends"

on my filling in the form to the best of my "knowledge and
ability" because, as you say, that's how we "measure our

country's problems and progress."
I was particularly pleased by your last paragraph: "The

census is deeply rooted in America's heritage. I hope you will
take pride, as you complete your questionnaire, in exercising

the opportunity it gives us once again to strengthen our nation's

development."
Well, in turn, let me say I hooe it will strengthen our nation's

development to learn that I no longer share a bath or tub
with my neighbors and have my own flush toilet.

That's progress. When I was first married years ago my
household shared a bath with the household down the hall.
That was Mrs. Graebner and her three French Poodles which

she bathed in the tub daily, one at a time. I asree with you,
Mr. Stans, that sharing a bath is definitely one of our country's

problems.
Nor am I one. like some, to knock flush toilets. When I

was a lad I worked on a goat ranch. I have been an ardent

admirer of flush toilets ever since.
So I can see whv you feel that counting flush toilets is one

way to measure our nation's nroTes.". As a natriotic Ameri-
can I hope we hit a hundred million flush toilets this year. I
would even serve proud'v. if asVed. as honorav chairman of

The Hundred Millionth Flush Toilet Celebration.
But if you want to measure progress, I think you're asking

the wrons cuestions. I've rot some.
New my Unofficial Census Form doesn't ask you what kind

of work you do. It asks you whether you like it or not. Do you

watch the dock? Often? Rarely? Never?
How're the kids? Doine as well as you expected? Do you

worry about nuclear annihilation anv more? Or any less? Do
you check the lock on your front door more frequently these

davs? Are there more things'that ffo bumn in the nkht?
How's the water? Turbid? How's the r>arkin<*? Imnossible?

How's the garbage? Piling up? Are you breathing less and
couehins more

Seen any swallows lately? How manv of your friends are
not of your .race? Where have all the wildflowers gone or did
you notice? What will your son do when he faces the draft?
How do you feel about . . .

But that's e^oush to ffive you the idea. Mr. Stan?. I'm sure
your Official Census will nrove conciusivp1" f'^t w'vp tnarie

tremendous nroeress these nast ten vears I'm eous'lv sire
. that my unofficial one would nrove we haven't. I suppose tue
answer lies somewhere, in between.

But what gladdened me most ?bo"t your nn*» w« ''-
defensive tone. It sounds as f*6i'"h vou tMi'r pin-* ^f >'"-
citizens still resent our Government bothe'-'"'' us wit'-' a M. "C
damn fool questions. I hope you're rieht. It may not be prog-
ress, but at least we're holding our own.

. . Sincere'v,

Resident.
(Copyright, Chronicle Publishing)


